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Subj: DEPLOYMENT OF HELI COPTER SAR DETACHMENTS | N SUPPCRT OF
AVPHI Bl QUS OPERATI ONS AND TRAI NI NG

Ref: (a) NAVAIR 00-80T-106, LHA/ LHD/ MCS NATOPS Manual
(b) NWP 19-1, Naval Search and Rescue (SAR) Manual
(c) COVWNAVSURFLANTI NST 3500. 4G COMWNAVAI RLANTI NST
3500. 51H For O 3500. 2H
(d) COWNAVAI RLANT/ COWNAVAI RPACI NST 5442.5D
(e) Supply Afloat Manua
(f) COVWNAVSURFLANTNOTE 3500
(g) OPNAVI NST 5720. 2L
(h) U S. Navy Regul ations, 1990

1. Purpose. To provide Commander, Naval Surface Force, U S

Atl antic Fleet and Commander, Naval Air Force, U S Atlantic

Fl eet policy guidance for enbarking helicopter search and rescue
det achnments (SARDET) on board anphi bi ous assault class ships
(LHA/ LHD) .

2. Cancellation. COVWNAVSURFLANT/ COWNAVAI RLANT | NSTRUCTI ON
3130. 1.

3. Scope. This instruction applies to NAVSURFLANT LHA and LHD
cl ass ships, and COVNAVAI RLANT units tasked with providi ng SAR
support for anphibi ous operations and training. This policy is
effective for |ocal area operations, pre-deploynent training,
and operational deploynents. Logistics support beyond the scope
of this directive shall be coordinated in accordance with
current COVNAVAI RLANT directives.
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4. Background. The Navy Hel i copter Conbat Support (HC
comuni ty provi des day/ni ght search and rescue support for
anphi bi ous assault class ships. This support typically includes
two H 46D helicopters, aircrews, support personnel, and

associ ated equi pnent. The Navy H 46D aircraft is scheduled to
be replaced by the CH60S in the near future. This instruction
shall remain in force during and after the CH 60S transition.

5. Discussion. The primary m ssion of the SARDET is to provide
day and ni ght helicopter anphibi ous SAR support to the assigned

Air Conbat El enment ACE) and ot her enbarked units with particul ar
enphasi s on night SAR  Secondary m ssions may include |ogistics
support, personnel transfers, and certain special operations

m ssions that fall wthin the paraneters of crew qualifications

and the HC squadron's Required Operational Capability (ROC) and

Proj ected Operational Environnent (PCE)

a. Command Rel ati onshi ps

(1) Adm nistrative control of the SARDET shall renain
with the parent command. Administrative support shall reside
with the ship to include mai ntenance of officer and enlisted
records, nedical and dental records, pay records, and other
adm ni strative tasks essential to the function of the
det achnment .

(2) Operational control of the SARDET shall reside with
the ship’s Commandi ng O ficer.

(3) The SARDET O ficer-in-Charge (OC shall be a
departnment head and report to the ship's Commandi ng O ficer.
The SARDET shall not be considered part of the Naval Support
El ement (NSE)

b. Operations

(1) Enploynment of the SARDET helicopters shall be in
accordance wth references (a) and (b) and other applicable
directives including the ship’s and parent command’ s standard
operating procedures.
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(2) Day/night search and rescue is the primary m ssion
of the SARDET. Because the SARDET' s aircraft are the only
enbarked aircraft capable of conducting night over water SAR,
sel ective scheduling will be necessary to ensure naxi mum ni ght
time availability.

(3) Through the process of the CI NCLANTFLT quarterly
schedul i ng conference, a SARDET shall be assigned to provide for
t he Commander, Anphi bi ous Task Force (CATF) depl oynent and
during nunbered Fl eet Commander's anphi bi ous exerci ses
t hroughout the Inter-Deploynment Training Cycle (IDTC
Additionally, a SARDET nmay be required to support joint service
air operations (i.e. USA/USAF DLQB). SAR support outside the
wor k-up cycle may be provided from shore-based aircraft or an
enbar ked det achnment dependi ng on operational requirenents and
aircraft availability.

(4) When unable to performthe SAR m ssion, the SARDET
shall provide SAR swimrers to the ACE if it assumes the SAR
m ssi on.

(5) Nom nal SARDET manni ng includes six aviators, one
aircraft maintenance Limted Duty or Warrant O ficer, and 20-25
enlisted personnel. Manning requirenents are based on a two-
aircraft detachnent. SARDET conposition may include fenale
of ficers and enli st ed.

(6) Pre-Deploynent Preparation:

(a) Prerequisite aircrew flight qualifications and
desi gnations shall be in accordance with current directives.

(b) The SARDET O C and/ or SARDET nmi nt enance offi cer
shal | attend pre-depl oynent readi ness revi ew conferences and
ensure m | estone conpletions as required by reference (c).

(c) Al detachnment personnel shall conplete aviation
shi pboard fire fighting school (J-495-0413) within periodicity
requirenents.
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(d) SARDET pilots and aircrew shall be famliar with
appl i cabl e policy guidance for use of Night Vision Devices
(NVDs) on board NAVSURFLANT ships. Famliarity wth these
guidelines will pronote safe integration of SAR capabilities in
the USMC tactical training and operational shipboard
envi ronment .

c. Support Requirenents

(1) Flight Hours. SARDET flight hour allocation shal
be managed by COVNAVAI RLANT t hrough parent w ng and squadron.
Fl i ght hours and aircraft maintenance status shall be included
in Aircraft Material Readi ness Reports (AMRR) and flight hour
reports per reference (d).

(2) Fuel. Per reference (e), fuel accountability
information shall be provided to the SARDET O C by the ship's
Air Oficer, at a mninum on a 15 day basis.

(3) Supply/ Equi pnent Support. COWNAVSURFLANT (N412D)
wi || conduct a predepl oynent check of the depl oying LHA/ LHD
AVCAL to ensure aviation Pack-Up-Kit (PUK) all owances are
contained in the ship’s AVCAL. COVWNAVAI RLANT shall ensure
| ogi stics support equiprment, to include Individual Material
Readi ness List (IMRL), is prepared and avail able to support the
SARDET during the deploynent. Organizational ("O') level IML
shall remain the responsibility of the parent squadron.
Internmediate ("1") level I MRL shall be provided by
COVNAVAI RLANT.

(4) Flight Gear/Equipnment Support. Aviation Life
Support Systens (ALSS) shall be provided by ship's Aircraft
| nt er medi at e Mai nt enance Departnment (AIMD). Financial
responsibility for aircrew flight gear shall remain wth the
par ent squadron.

(5) Ordnance. The parent squadron of the SARDET shal
identify training non-conbat explosive allowance (NCEA) as
required in reference (f). Included munitions are .50 cal
amuni tion, marine |ocation markers, and other training
ammuni tion required by the SARDET during workups and for the
duration of the depl oynent.



COWNAVAI RLANTI NST/
COVNAVSURFLANTI NST 3130. 1A

(6) Berthing. The SARDET is on continuous call to
provi de SAR support, thus unit integrity in berthing is critical
to the SARDET. The ship shall make berthing assignnents for
SARDET personnel as foll ows:

(a) Oficers - Shall be assigned bl ue space
stateroons commensurate with rank. SARDET officers should be
co-located in ship’s officer stateroons for unit integrity.

(b) Chief Petty Oficers (CPGs) - Shall be assigned
to CPO quarters based upon relative seniority.

(c) Enlisted personnel - Should be berthed in a
common ship’'s crew berthing conpartnent that maintains unit
integrity and allows for day sleepers. Berthing shall be in
accordance with references (g) and (h). Normal berthing
assignnents are as foll ows:

SPACE LHA LHD
Enl i st ed 02-28-0-L or 1-26-1-L or
Ber t hi ng 01-33-1-L 1-26-2- L
Note 1

Note 1: Contingent upon conpletion of LHA ship alteration 924D.

(7) Special Equipnment. O her equipnment (i.e., NvVDs)
required for mssion conpletion of the detachnent shall be
provi ded by COVNAVAI RLANT.

d. Administration

(1) Watch-standi ng/duty (officer and enlisted). SARDET
personnel shall not normally be assigned additional or
collateral duties including integrity watches, ness duties,
guarterdeck watches, and tiger teans. |If the ACE is not
enbarked the SARDET is responsible for the integrity watch. The
detachnment is manned at the mninum|evel required to support 24
hour SAR avail ability.
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(2) Liberty. Shall be controlled in accordance with
the ship's policy by the detachment O C, who is cognizant of the
full work | oad of the detachnment. However, this policy shal
not be used to preclude detachnment personnel from standing duty
sections and/or shore patrol watches when the ship is in port
and, when in the estimation of the detachnent O C, detachnent
work |l oad permts such duties. Duty section watches and/ or
shore patrol watches shall not be required when the detachnent
is expected to fly in port or the planned work | oad (i.e.
requi red mai ntenance) cannot support both acti ons.

(3) Eval uations/Fitness Reports. Perfornmance
eval uations for officer and enlisted personnel shall be in
accordance wth the Navy O ficer Fitness Report Mnual and
Enlisted Eval uati on Manual .

(4) Tenporary Additional Duty (TAD) Fundi ng.
Support for the SARDET whil e shore-based shall be provided by
t he operational commander.

(5) Work Spaces. The ship shall provide the
detachnment with suitabl e spaces for operations and mai ntenance
admnistration. The followi ng are the normal space assignnents
for the SARDET. These should be the norm not the exception.

SPACE LHA LHD 1-4 LHD 5-7
SAR OFfice Proj ecti on Room HL SAR Ofice Calibration Lab
(01-87-2-Q (02-128-4-0Q (02-117-6-Q
Work Center/ Bal | oon Room Bal | oon Room Bal | oon Room
St or age (03-86-1-Q (01-127-2-Q (01-127-2-Q
Note 1 Note 2 Note 2 Note 2
Bal | oon Room FI i ght Deck Fl i ght Deck
Li ne Shack (03-86-1-Q Equi prrent Room Equi pment Room
Note 2 (03-61-3-0Q (03-60-1-A
Squadr on
Fli ght Deck | nert Gas Flight Deck Squadr on
Cear Stowage ?ggfgs_??zy] Coor di nat or Room (35?5832?23
(03-68-1-A)

Note: (1) Additional LHD storage space may be avail abl e bel ow
two of the four nobile facilities in 02-121-1-Qif a 01-




COWNAVAI RLANTI NST/
COVNAVSURFLANTI NST 3130. 1A

| evel nmezzanine is constructed and two of the four vans
and van trays are renoved and the resulting hole is
decked i n.

Note: (2) The existing METOC equi pnent and helium bottles
stored in the balloon roomw Il be renoved fromthe
bal | oon Room and rel ocated to additional METOC ship
spaces and catwal ks respectively. Until this relocation
is conplete, the balloon roomw ||l be a shared space.
Sonme heliumbottles may remain due to space constraints.

e. Post Deploynent. Follow ng extended depl oynent, SARDETsS
shal | provide | essons | earned and/or post-cruise reports as
required with copy to COWAVAI RLANT and COVNAVSURFLANT
(N3/N42/N8) no later than 30 days after ship's return to
homeport .

Deputy and L. T. STITES
Chief of Staff Chief of Staff

Di stribution: (COVWNAVSURFLANTNOTE 5216)

21A1, 24Al1, 24Dla, 24D1lb, 24D1t, 24Dlw, 24Dly, 24D1z, 24Dlaa,
24D1bb, 24D2, 25A, 26A, 26Ala, 28L, 30Aa, 31Gl, 31H, 31N, 42T1ib,
42B1lc, FKAla, FKA1G FKP7a, FKP8f

Distribution: (COVNAVAI RLANT) (SNDL Parts 1 and 2)
26A2 COVPHI BGRU ONE

26A2 COVPHI BGRU THREE

42E1 COVHELTACW NGLANT

42E2 COVHELTACW NGPAC

42E1 COVHSLW NGLANT

42E1 COVHSW NGLANT

42U1 HELI COPTER COVBAT SUPPORT SQUADRONS ( HC)

42WL HELI COPTER M NE COUNTERMEASURES SQUADRONS ( HW
42BB1 HELI COPTER ANTI - SUBMARI NE SQUADRONS ( HS)
42CC1 HELI COPTER ANTI - SUBMARI NE SQUADRONS LI GHT ( HSL)
42HH1 HELI COPTER COVBAT SUPPORT SPECI AL ( HCS)
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